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it has been felt that the distance was a .serious handicap. This handicap it was that His Highness wanted to remove not only on administrative and political considerations but also on those of public convenience and development of the State,
The Telephone activities in Travancore began in June, 1931 when the Central Exchange with a 100 Magneto Board in Trivandrum commenced regular service with 42 subscribers. Since its inauguration the exchange proved so popular that extensions to the board were necessitated from time to time. In 1935 a 50-line automatic exchange was also installed in the same exchange building to connect the Palaces and other very important subscribers. The progress has been maintained during these 10 years and several extensions had to be made to cope up with the increase of subscribers. At present this exchange serves 313 subscribers with 157 extension phones.
Government have in the meantime been considering a scheme for an All Travancore Trunk Telephone system ultimately to be linked up with the Government of India Trunk and in 1936 proposals for this took a definite shape.    In 1937 the Telephone branch of the department was organised as a separate  division,  but under the control of the Electrical Engineer.   The services of an experienced Engineer from the Government of  Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, Mr. J. C. Parthew, were obtained and this officer was placed in direct charge of the division. - Estimates were soon after prepared  for the  All Travancore Scheme and submitted to Government*   Government sanctioned this scheme at an estimated cost of Rs. 8 lakhs.    The construction work was commenced soon after and the major portion of it was completed and the local trunk system linked up with all the important places of the State by the end of 1939.    One special feature ' of the construction of the  0. H. lines as different from those of the Government  of India was that  teak wood cross arms and wooden poles obtained from the Forest Department were used,   The speech and other tests on  the lines, however.